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RECEIVED 


: | 
Date: April 10, 2000 | APR 20 2000 | : 
To: Roxbury Neighborhood Community | L | 
From: Linda Haar, Director of Planning and Zoning, BRA s eee eetnstenseeeuasunnssrameeeeseee_f 
Re: Roxbury Strategic Master Plan - 


Update of Saturday, March 25, 2000 Workshop 


On behalf of the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the lead consultants, Stull and Lee, 
Inc., | would like to thank everyone who attended our Workshop for the Roxbury Strategic 
Master Plan. We learned a tremendous amount from the 113 who attended on such a 
beautiful Saturday morning to discuss the community of Roxbury. 


We broke into eight focus groups who where facilitated by a community member and a 
consultant or city staff person. The plan for gathering into smaller groups was to create a 
more intimate forum to voice specific concerns, desires and begin to shape a core vision to 
guide the development of the master plan. 


Enclosed is the unedited content of the visions and issues produced by the participants with 
the aid of the facilitators of each group. The ***stars indicate points prioritized within each 
group. 


We are very excited about the results from the Workshop. Our next step is to study and 
synthesize this information into a coherent Vision for Roxbury and to present this back to 
the community with some initial strategies. 


We would like to extend a special thanks to those persons who did such a great job 


facilitating the meetings and helped us get such thorough results. The Workshop could not 
have happened without them. 


Any comments on this material should be sent to Jessica Pineo at One City Hall Square, 
Boston, MA 02201-1007, call at 918-4226 or e-mail at Jessica.Pineo.BRA@ci.boston.ma.us. 


We will be sending out a notice of the next meeting when it has been arranged. 


Thank you. 


GROUP 1 


Facilitators: Candelaria Silva and Hezekiah Pratt 


Leo Fletcher Shirley Carter . 
George Wilson Carl L. Hyman 
Alvin J. Godfrey Sr. Taalib Mahdee 
Peter Calcaterra Jacquelyn Payne-Thompson 
Betty J. King Frankie R. Gethers 
Sara Osgood James Porter 
VISION 
Equity housing: co-ops and condos 
Place for kids to play | 
Appreciation for myself as a human being and my family 
Take appreciation outside 


More coops (tenant groups working to make change) 
Lower equity for homeowners so they can fix-up property 
Like proximity and location ; 
Green space 


Education important! 

Good schools to keep young professionals here 

Middle and high schoolers after-noon activities/places 

More services from city 

Cleanliness, positive signs - 

More residential mix of incomes 

Stop grownups from making mess: anti-littering and beautification 
Roxbury respected as a community that has skilled people 
Government not dumping negative stuff here 

Media has negative image: City section of Globe should be everywhere 


More transportation lines for areas that have lost services (seniors, handicapped accessibility) 
. Community stability! (no displacement) 

Community jobs for community residents 

Education and training in all areas of the building industry 

Economic development with occupational development! 

Plan parking to go with development — 

Usage of vacant lots 

City-owned businesses 


More jobs in the community: technical jobs 

Training 

Rich housing stock and needs recognition 
Restoration of housing stock 

New housing fits in (massing, size, look, etc. ) 

Increase voter participation to make this happen! 

Youth involved in civic issues and all aspects 

Youth trained, afterschool places, enjoyment and learning 

Youth must feel stake in the community (pride, etc.) 


ISSUES ’ 
Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Services, Culture, Education 


Transportation 

- Light rail or-zapid, not buses * 

Customer service * 

Cleanliness, signage * 

Bus pollution needs to be dealt with . 
Revitalize commuter rails (Uphams Corner) 


Economic Development 
Customer services at community businesses and institutions (especially So) cea sil gta 
How do visitors/tourists a to  ROXDUTY 


Housing 
Rental-affordable, een gh ke Soda 
.More community linkage with other resources is Franklin Park ** 
More events to link communities 
Under utilize our parks and green spaces eon 
Elderly housing — need more *****#**######+4#44* 
Crease more elder daycare, assisted living * 
Concentrate on one, two and three family homes 
New housing 
Master Plan of what exists now (i.e. how much elderly, how much multifamily, etc.) ******* 
Accessibility for disabled (housing and services) *** 
Housing for HESS disabled (LY they have to live in elderly housing) ** 


Education 

Private institutions are not accessible (especially older buildings) 

Evening schools for technical/vocational training (OIC was supposed to be 24 hour school) **** 
Community institutions, colleges and universities — what role do they have in community 
stabilization? * 


_ Culture 

What roles do churches, as a collective body, play to serve the community? *** 
Churches should use their economic clout to help the community ****** 
Community should keep programs that work (like OIC) ******** 
Entertainment . 


Quality restaurants ** 


Services 
Gain control of what is here — programs have to become an integral part of the sa (even if 
initiated elsewhere), like subsidized housing ******* 
Mechanism to change public programs into private community controlled programs 
Human service agencies need ‘to be more market-driven and less dependent on grants, etc. * 
Voter registration movement ******: 
Census > power base (one community despite who we vote for — all for Roxbury) 
Street furniture — where will it be in Roxbury? * 
_ Dissemination of information about state and city **** 
Current lack of information (Roxbury should be kept informed like other parts of city) 
More input on communication — print, tv and radio media; promotion * 
More safety **** 

e police on street (walking police in day time) 

e to feel comfortable going to parks 


Increase in municipal police for parks 
Police able to do/willing to do work (only 3:cars for Roxbury) 


STRATEGIES: 
- Priority: Elderly Housing 


Not just rental, but coops, condos een) 
Grandparents housing with day care and assisted living 
Elder service center — new construction 

Younger disabled housing separate from elder housing 
Elders need money to fix homes 

How are elders perceived? 

Should be seen as community resources 

Quality medical support services 


STRATEGIES 
Priority: Community control of peerams that work (ex. OIC) 


Fundraising 

Consumer-driven/self-sustaining 

Corporate sponsorships (they are getting money from the community and should give back) 
Institutional sponsorship (colleges, churches, mosques) 

Community organizations need to develop stewardship/successor planning ~ 
State-of-the-art sponsorship (no outdated computers!) - 

Non-profits need to understand more about corporate/private systems and models 
Accountability of community programs 

Create vena: eae valu UY Ee (investing, etc.) 


GROUP 2 2 
Facilitators: Evelyn Freedman-Vargas and Vineet Gupta 
John Kyper Che Madyun 
Linda Monteiro Angela Sabir 
Sheila A. Dillion. | Gloretta Baynes 
Leon Jacklin Susan Thompson 
Berenike Balmied ' Patricia A. Courtney 
Khalida Smalls. Kathryn Jones 
John Barros Eugene Schneeberg 
VISION 


Vision Statement: Our vision is to make it the most vibrant, safe, culturally diverse, accessible, 
clean, sustainable, historic neighborhood in the world whose residents have the most pride... 


Architectural variation 


_ Convenient access to culture, schools 


History 

Proximity to downtown 
“Beautiful” — open, green 
Walkable 

Ethnic diversity (including food) 
Activism/participation 
Neighborhood associations 
Sense of community 

Old world charm 

Low rise housing 


Dislikes 

Orange line delays 

Station conditions 

Hard to get to the east 

.- Do not want-to use car 

Media portrayal . 

Across neighborhood 

Trash!! 

Unequal distribution of city services 

Asthma problem — high rates 

Post office zip codes are changing 

“Roxbury is shrinking” 

Areas are moving away 

Parishes are being called by new district names 
Cabs not available 

Bus service is no good 

Signage not good ; 
Business not invested — they are using Boston not AREER) 
Rent not affordable 

Lack of passive green space 

Safety perceptions 

Need programs for youth — jobs, activities 


Vision in 5-10 years 

Minimal trash 

Trees, flowers 

Visual beauty 

Air quality 

Meet with neighbors once a month 

Kids should be in college 

Family houses 

Cultural opportunities — jazz 

Anywhere (accessible) by reliable public transportation 
Dudley Square > Harvard Square mae 
RCC four-year college 

Convenient supermarkets 

Clean trash transfer —-? 

No chain stores 


Getting there - brainstorming 

Representative in every precinct *** 

Strengthen neighborhood associations *********** 

Redraw Ward boundaries ************ 

Grassroots communication HAHAKKKKKKKKAKKKKKHKKAKEKKE 

Traffic calming — change street directions crossing main thoroughfares ta Pte 
Streets should have traffic across ******* 

Midlands line good candidate for light rail ******* 

Redefine “community” for a better reflection of neighborhood reality ** 
Inclusion of groups who are not being considered * 

Not paying T (MBTA) assessments *** 

Boundaries for public health community - awareness in community ** 
Computer retailer and manufacturer ** 

City should rethink organization of planning agency * 

Information about schools, curriculum, parents, support ********* 


Sustaining home ownership KEKKEKKEAKKKEAKKE 

Building single family homes ****** 

Creating wealth KHEKKKKKKKKAKE 

Business incubator, technical assistance, access to capital SRATASA EAT UT ts CI ASATtaes 
. Improve bus frequency ********###*### 

Avoid bunching of buses * 

15 minute maximum wait for bus ***** 

Improve bus access to commerce, stores, and cultural sites ****** 

Increase commuter rail utilization ******* 

Marketing campaign *** 

Buses should be connected ** 

Integrate Roxbury venues with city facilities like the convention center *** 

Timing of inviting people to Roxbury attractions 

Celebrate wins!!! (crime down, MCAD scores up) **** 

New hotel in Roxbury ** 

Have tour guides for Roxbury **** 

_ Provide transportation connections from downtown to Roxbury assets ******* 

Leverage Roxbury assets ***** 
Restaurants should reflect ethnic diversity and include sit down for after shows astedncig abc 5 


ISSUES 

Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Services, Culture, Education 
Voter participation HAKEKAKKAKEAALEALAEAKAKKELAKLKKE 

Involvement in city and state budget process **********# 

MBTA accountability — letter campaign EEAEELEAEAEAA LAA AAEKEEEKERE 
Community newspaper — better reporting ******* 

Cabs!!! (more reliable) ** REE RREEE REE REE 


an Sving education *********+++ 

Before/after school opportunities/activities SASSER ESSE EEE 

Dudley Housing architecture (context) ****** 

Off-street parking 

Senior housing ****** 

Housing for new workers ** 

Cooperative housing — people who live (there) must own ****###*#*### 
No high rises ** 


Dudley Station as cultural and art center ************ 

Neighborhood should support arts ******* 

Market historic and cultural assets nationwide ******* 

Tourists bring economic growth * — 

Signage and information support mechanisms to get there ********##*#** 


Dudley Square should be hub of transit system ********** 
Access to Mattapan Square, Fields Corner, Uphams Corner salad 
Urban ring bypasses Dudley Square — change route ****** 

Access to suburban jobs near 128 and 495 ** 


STRATEGIES: 

e Development standards * 

“Balancing” requirements to assist community 

Downtown Boston’s marketing should identify Roxbury (similar to the Freedom Trail) 
Roxbury pride marketing campaign * 

Talk with other neighborhoods who have done marketing before 


Companies who come to Roxbury should donate spaces for the community 

Scholarships and encourage mentorship , 

Workshops for ail ages to create wealth and community economic education 

Young people buying into Roxbury and their future for sustainability and comprehensiveness 
Encouraging creation of critical mass and timing of facilities : €» 
Local media campaigns — internal first, information about meetings then go external * 

Grassroots involvement in planning and implementation * 


GROUP 3 
Facilitators: David Black and Regina Rodriguez-Mitchell 
Tom Ready Khalid Mustafa 
Michelle Clark __ Mary Churchill 
Klare Allen Emesto Valencia 
Clint Sutton Deborah Madrey 
Pamela Sutton Jacquelyn Allen 
~ Alison Puttinas .  Baebaru Williams 
Paul Deare 
VISION 


Vision in 5- 10 years 

“Safe haven” for youth and elders : saas 

Roxbury as a priority for jobs, development 

Equal opportunity to access jobs 

Improved traffic planning ***** 

“Cleaner” — remove empty lots and garbage — 

Parking — Grove Hall * 
Keep suburban orientation in 2) bringing urban ring total parking options on-line nth Roxbury 
parking 

Advertise “beauty” of housing stock/homes ** 

Thriving business district ** 

Homes: built on vacant lots ** 

_ Maintain community’s cultural diversity 

Support all income. levels 

“Positive” perception (no stigma for pevne a Roxbury address or zip code) wives? 
RESPEC: 

More people walking, using Peenerond 

Cleaner air** ~ 

Implementation (“do what we plan for” or previously agreed upon) *** 

No more demolition of historic housing ** 

More public transportation * 

Less cars ** 

Fix up houses 

Better design and construction of newer housing al 

Parking and double parking 

Enforcement of trash (removal/collection) 

Cap on group-homes in Roxbury (e.g. transient homes) 

More accessibility for disabled 

Include Roxbury in MBTA transportation planning 

Traffic lights synchronized (as in other cities) © 
Traffic — more pedestrian friendly © 

Homes for long term residents (keep or provide support for long term residents) 
Zoning requirements 


More market housing 

More/increased commercial enterprises 

Business that will generate larger revenues aeetenines) e 

Have residents “do their share” in keeping neighborhood viable/vibrant 
.. More opportunities for seniors 

Invest in existing schools 

More homeownership * 

More green space and bus shelters * . 

More government and institutional accountability 

More entrepreneurial programs for residents 


ISSUES 
Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Services, Culture, Education 


Transportation 

MLK Boulevard; Gaston/Warren; Police Headquarters (double parking); Grove Hall; Moreland 

Street (speed); Cedar (Col and- Washington) are areas of concern as relates to: 
e Impact of (summer) parking on residential neighborhoods * 
e Commercial trucks using residential streets 
e Speeding in residential areas 

' e Difficulty in pedestrian crossing streets 

Commuter rail — development follows 

MLK and New Dudy — too wide 

Less commercial traffic 

Less out of towners parking at “T” stops 

Streets need to be marked 

ieee ONT X (pedestrian ies eens 


Services/Education 

Problem with city definition of Roxbury boundaries 
Childcare for meetings 

Lack of civic investment and physical infrastructure — public realm (stone alles Hayden Street) 


Enforcement of laws against drugs, prostitution, crack houses, abandoned cars (Holdborn/Blue Hill 


Avenue, Dudley/Mt. Pleasant, Warren, Quincy) 
Health programs for children (to include insurance) 
Pay phones don’t work should they be there 


Housing 
Expedite home improvement/homeownership process 
Housing affordability 


STRATEGIES: | 
e Resident parking (regulation of parking) 
e Street cleaning 
' — enforcement 
— scheduling 
— isitreally being done 
e Public involvement in decision making 
e Enforcement (city) * 
e Revitalization of commuter rail (Uphams Corner) — “scary place”, clean up, bigger aa better 
signs, kiosks 
City and MBTA accountability of buses — information, signage 
e Eliminate diesel buses — air quality issue, environmental “redlining” 


Enforce landlord accountability for property Gieenvomoed house w/share-type programs) " 
Expand and/or improve neighborhood shopping establishments/opportunities 

More youth programming and training — Boys and Girls Club expanded 

More quality housing — residents as part of planning 

Employrient/apprenticeship opportunities 

Promote image/pride (internal) 

Business should invest in community 

“1956” vision (local services) * — 

Urban ring parking strategies 


GROUP 4 

Facilitators: Reggie Nunnally and Richard Heath 
Jo-Anne Nelson .. Victoria Howard-Robinson - 
John Barbour Marie LaFortune 

_Toney Jones Al Davis 
Dwaign Tyndal - | Senator Daine Wilkerson 
Marlena Richardson Chuck Grigsby 
Robert George Sanjay Grover 

‘VISION and ISSUES 
Quality of Life 


- Negative stereotypes ****** 

+ Economic development money > to area ** 

- City services ******. 

+ Open space *** 

+ Diversity *** 
+ Small retail district ** 

- Vacant lots | 

- Displacement * 

- Banking services — residents ** 

+ Churches 

- Cleanliness — need to improve ** 

- Government response to community needs 

- Transportation/traffic management ****** 

+ Open space 

+ Community working together to address issues of safety ** 
+ Dealing with multi-family housing 

- Improve working with elderly/youth *** 

+ Location — central to other neighborhoods 

+ Youth as stake holder 

+ Economic development investment 

- Law enforcement/traffic ** - 

+ Community involvement/spirit * 

- Lack of respect — city services ******** 

- Communication - network 

+ Multi-family housing mixture — need more 

+ Locally owned businesses in neighborhood ****** 
- Intergenerational activities ***** 


Transportation 

- Environment — safe bus (diesel) * 

- Lines (streets) 

+ Orange line (positive) - 

. + Traffic contro] ***** 

-.Maintenance of streets 

Coordination of repairs by various entities 

Parking ***** 

Pedestrian friendly — less cars in retail district 

Permanent replacement system for Orange line 

Dialogue between Roxbury residents and MBTA (respectful) 
Shuttle services 

Institutionalized racism **** 

Silver line not adequate replacement for Orange line ********** 


Housing 

Additional housing ** 

+ Access to capital 

+ Maintain existing housing stock/mixture/architecture iH 
- Guidelines for new housing 

+ Information on first time homebuyers 

+ More housing for seniors * 

- Density of housing 

- Zoning requirements ****** 

+ Demolition disposition 

- Elder assisted living *** 

Affordable housing — ownership/equity ****** 

- Linkage with downtown Bpvelopment peerage 

+ First time homebuyer program * 

- Closing down of neighborhood affordable houeiig* 

- Tax foreclosure process ** 

- No housing policy ** 

- Housing to live not far 

- Disproportionate of subsidy and assisted housing *** 


Economic Development 

Comprehensive strategy to participate in all facets of economy * 
Education — access to jobs, resources, job training **** 
Institutional investment ******* 

Tax incentives for existing businesses * 

Sustainability 

Destination point/cultural base 

Access to capital — city support ******* 

Base for independence 

Commercial development **** 

Activity that develops wealth 

Connection to training resources ***** 

Unions (strangle hold) **** 


STRATEGIES: 
Priority 1: Access to Capital/City Support 


e Equally distribute city resources 
e Enforcement of current CRA regulations (banks and insurance companies) 


e Repeating and acc. Wk shp. ??? 


Priority 2: Affordable Housing — pag nets ae TULLY: 
e Monitor redlining . 

e Lower-cest of housing 

e Private insurance companies > to Roxbury (involved in doing business) 
e Define affordable housing/city policy 

e Quality affordable housing 7 


Priority 3: Zoning Requirements 

e Uniformed/expedited permitting process 
e Flexible 

e Tax incentives 


Priority 4: Linkage to Downtown Housing Development 
e Return to linkage pool process 

e Enforcing existing linkage regulations 

e Report ‘on linkage projects 


Priority 5: Lack of Respect/City Services 

e Elected officials convene meeting with city officials to aoe plan for action, monitoring and 
tracking 

e Track eoininins MIS 

e A.G. grand jury to investigate SS of basic seit service contract 


_ Priority 6: Transportation/Traffic Manan 

e. Transportation department coordinated with community 
e Enforce existing laws 
e Provide additional parking facilities 


Priority 7: Silver Line Inadequacy 
e Automated fixed rail from Dudley > downtown connections 
e Roxbury Master Plan process written message to appropriate parties about inadequacy of Silver 


line 
GROUP 5 
Facilitators: Zakiya Alale and Geraldine Campos 
Thelma Jones The Honorable Byron Rushing 
Betty J. King Annika Sweetland . 
Berenike Balmied Dr. Christopher Thompson 
Karilyn Crockett Anna Young 
. Michael Miles 
VISION 


Summary Statement: In 5 years, we would like to see all our neighbors who are living there now in 
a recognized historic district that is a dynamic, energetic, productive, polite community who are 
working together on their issues and where the core population has lived here 5 years. 


Vacant lots filled in 
Potholes filled in 
Better lighting 


More trees | 

More traffic enforcement 

3 more community youth centers — strategically placed 

Silicon Square for people to have.common bonds — computers — Rt. 128 regional economy 
- Use of floors-on upper levels of buildings 

Mentoring programs — Bill Russel model 

More community (elementary public) schools 

Sit down full service restaurants ~ 

Clear conversation to interconnect education, jobs, economic development 
More education for youth 

Facilities to teach youth to respect Preneeivecrelters 

No above-ground wiring 

More Latin school models 

More socialization capacity 

City-accountability — know who is responsible by department 

More community police 

Traffic planning to ease congestion (Walnut and Humboldt) 

MDC rink is dormant in Roxbury while new ones are developed in other communities (JP) 
More affordable housing for low to middle income families 

Education for bilingual families 

Promotion by skill not age» 

Open space in some vacant lots — balance with housing and open space 
Rise in property values 

5 years — see all their neighbors who are living there now 

Neighborhood cleaner (streets and air) and safer (less negative and i criminal activity) 
Center for whole community (inter-generational) 

Planning should be constant — place to give SCSEeSUbIs 

All Roxbury as a historic district 

Whole community needs to be WIRED 

Insurance rates to go down 

Water rates to go down significantly 

Class action suit for past and present discriminatory rates 

Accountability center 


ISSUES 

Ti ransportation, Housing, Economic Development, Services, Culture, Education 
Housing 

Aging homeownership population 

Lack of assisted living for seniors 

Lack of senior activity center 

Inspection services more diligent about properties and code violations *** . 

Need incentives for homeowners to remain in homes in Roxbury (use tax policy as incentive 
Need more community-based housing trust * | 

High foreclosure rates relative to rest of city *** | 

Housing for all income levels ****** 

Housing for a variety of family types ** 

More housing options for seniors ****** 

Need for accessible housing ******* 


) ** 


Economic Development . 

More than one center/regional economy *********: 
Roxbury is a place that produces the best....(fill in the blank) 
Continued racism in loans **** 


Attract and secure industries such as financial and emerging “industries” (five years from now...) 
HHXKXEAKE f 

Community-based hiring halls ** 

Construction jobs for Roxbury residents *** 

. Need for other well-paying and sustainable jobs for residents ******* 

Potential for cultural tourism ****** 

Need for “legal nightlife” **** 

Need for job training and education ***** 

Re-use options for vacant properties ***** 

Access to capital for businesses; commercial real estate 
Community ownership of business property * 

The role of technology in business and in consumer patterns ** 
Need to develop job creators and business incubators **** 


oe EEK 


Transportation 

Parking lot issues: 

MBTA accountable for lack of transportation ******** 

General quality of pedestrian environment * r 

Perceived inadequacy of proposed replacement transportation (Silver Line) for elevated Orange Line 
on Washington Street ***** | : 
Inadequate public transportation going from east to west, esp. in southern half of Roxbury *** 
Unsafe intersections * 

Traffic is bieng diverted into the neighborhoods (cut-through traffic a problem) * — 

How does community get involved in siting for parking garages and lots? ** 

Bus operations **** : i : 

Quality of bus.service **** — 

Access to airport ** | 7 . 

Access from Roxbury to harbor and beaches **** 

Access from Roxbury to job sources *** 

Location of Urban Ring right-of-way ** 


Services/Culture/Education 
Good demographics on Roxbury — who we really are ********** 

-meeting designed as though 95% of people speak English bl EA dh 
For planning community meetings we need to know what languages speakers to prepare for ** 
Enforcement of residency requirement for City of Boston jobs ****** . 
Low voter turnout *********** be 


Quality of Life | | 

Continued problems with health care coverage ***** 

Continued problems with criminal enforcement *** 

Continued problems with Boston public schools **** 

Historic District (Roxbury) *********** 

Criminalization of youth **** 

Continued racism in trade unions ** 

More professional accountability — hold adults (as well as kids) to a standard **** 
Tension between long-term residents and newcomers 

Need to keep yards clean **** 

How to avoid gentrification and displacement in developing Roxbury? pont tabaci the 
How to encourage economic diversity? ***** 

_ Private and public environmental health concerns *** 

Need more recreation facilities for little kids ** 

Need for structured recreation for teenagers **** 

The elderly as stakeholders ** 


Role of churches and community based organizations ****** 
Institutional accountability **** 

City accountability ***** 

Accountability of state agencies * 

.. Residents accountability ** 

High amount of absentee landlords ** 

Youth as stakeholders ** 

Public safety ******* 
Infrastructure for communications (Internet access ) ***** 
Computer literacy **** 


STRATEGIES (for implementation): 

e Community-based hiring halls | | 

e Organize additional street/block associations — put more money into them 

e Improve/enhance existing collaboratives — NGO's with government, non-profits with private (ex. 
DSN) 

Boston Landmarks Commission/Mass. Historical Commission to prepare application 
Revitalize Roxbury’s historical society 

Get Mayor to tell inspection services to do their job (accountability) 

Need plan that ends with goal on housing — how much housing do we want built? 
Community owns the land — community-based land trust 

Organize people on street by street basis, involving people with common interests 
This civic-mindedness will spill over to help the community move forward. 


-. GROUP 6 
Facilitators: Dan Richardson and Gayle Epp 
Ralph Cooper | Annie Mae Charvis 
Lilla Fredrick Althea Garrison 
Yawu Miller Pelenge Doiley 
Bertram S. Alleyne II j . Pamela T. Doiley 
Steven Godfrey Lynn Berkley 
Howard Hughes Arthur Jamison 
Camille Shand William H. Alexander 
Mrs. Jame Roberts Kwaku-ZuLujackson 
Antoynette Seymour 
VISION 


Establish and maintain relationship with neighbors *** 
Helping new property owners to stay in the neighborhood 
Affordable housing ** 

Reasonable rents * 

Recreational facilities * 

Economic opportunities ** 

Less traffic/parking 


Abandoned/boarded up buildings ** 

More jobs (public service) for people in Roxbury ****** 

Educating residents (older generation needs to get younger generation educated) *** 
Maintaining cultural fabric of community 

Neighborhood support against illegal activities 

Buyout properties that are “eye sores” in the communities (land trust) ******** 


Looking at the “real” problems in our community 
e Police acceptance of illegal activities 
e Under-education of our children 
e Foregone conclusion of gentrification 


Education — higher standards * 
More homeownership in the community 
Stakeholders of community controlled economic development ******* 
Access to information 
More aware of plans in community so that community can vote on it ****** 
Community must be involved in and approve the process ******* 
More minority representation in the city jobs (streets) in the community ****** 
Improved public transportation ** 
Discrimination (financial institution/insurance agencies) ******** 


STRATEGIES: 
e Increase homeownership (as strategy for sone teh Fed 
e Land trust 


GROUP 7 


Facilitators: Deborah Galliga and Scotland Willis 
(no sign-in available) 


VISION ; 

Better employment opportunities based! on better business locations ** - 

Enhancing connection between Roxbury, neighboring communities and Boston oa 

_ Creating permanent residency to stabilize Roxbury’s tax base (transitioning individuals from 
shelters) 

Better qualify of living — landscaping * 

Less pollution ** 

Better access to jobs through public transportation * 

Keep business in commercial nodes ** 

More access to Internet 

MBTA should respond to community’s need 

MBTA extend ‘service hours 

Remove environmentally hazardous businesses particularly on Norfolk Avenue and Dudley ** 
Inviting diverse groups 

Enforcement of regulations * 

Traffic calming 

Increase youth participation to hear their needs — job readiness, literacy, health ** 
Roxbury pride campaign 

Approach to neighborhood issues should be addressed regionally * 

Senior citizen complex — separate senior citizens from SSI recipients * 

Non-political vocal group 

Advocacy group — home restoration 

Intertwine youth with economic development 

Not displace neighborhood ownership but also find positive interaction with community 
Development standard for commercial/malls — devote space on-site to youth activities 
More recreation 

Homesteading — available lots for development by individual owners ** 

Fewer displacement of Roxbury residents 

Decrease in absentee landlords 


MBTA -— increase service ****** 

More neighborhood maintenance 

More green space 

Community respect — better image ** 

- More diversity amongst police patrol 

Limit business to profit and non-profit to major thoroughfares 

Stop saturation of influx of supportive housing service — dependent care housing 
More schools providing quality education : 

More creative outdoor programming * 


ISSUES 
Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Services, Culture, Education 


Housing 

No more high rise buildings 

Increase in market housing *** 
Houses should be setback from street 
Better options (housing) for residents 


Home ownership rates low relative to citywide * 
High foreclosure rates relative to rest of city ** 


Housing for all income levels **** 
Need for accessible housing * 


Economic Development 

Expand Martin L. King Boulevard (monuments, sculptures, museums) _ 

Board for youth — youth linkage to economic development * 

Develop comprehensive plan for local business district * 

_ Need for other well-paying and sustainable jobs for residents * 
Potential for cultural tourism * 

Community ownership of business property * 

The role of technology in business and in consumer patterns * 


Transportation 

Expand bike path on Melnea Cass extending South West corridor 
MBTA w/ bicycle racks and other services for bicycles ** 
Environment friendly to-pedestrians and bikers 


Diesel buses are health hazard. perhaps cause of high asthma rates? * 


Culture 

Celebrate art and culture of Roxbury *** 

Area that celebrates inhabitants of Roxbury and not just particular eras (Cultural arts Center — present 
day) 

Transform certain buildings for cultural awareness" 

More entertainment — packownee :; 

Legal : 

Upscale/sit-down restaurants * 

Store owners held accountable for upkeep of area * 

Businesses willing to participate in cultural affairs and events 


Role of churches and community based organizations? * 


Education 

Space set aside just for children and youth **** 
Youth mentoring program ** 

More youth physical activity faciliteis 


Master plan for youth programs/children programs ** 
Involve community with educational options 
Define youth (0-21) 


STRATEGIES: 

e Tochange the language for aoe for siting children’s space (city) — development 
e To add language for linkage for youth space 

e The city commit from general revenue funds 20-25 million per year (25% of needed) for next 5 
years to support the building of housing for all income groups 

Advocate for state, federal and private sector for housing 

Vehicle load should be 1-1 ration — one seat one fare 

Free transfer should be given to “T” riders 

Stage buses in community they serve 

Enforcement of environmental and occupancy Panter: for maine 

Enforce Roxbury Pride enforcement 


GROUP 8 
Facilitators: Beverly Johnson and Julio Henriquez — 
Robert Terrell Michael Morris 
Randy Gobeil State Representative Gloria Fox 
Bruce Bolling _Jeanne Pinado | 
Dounn B. Zells Tony Crayton 
Hilda Evans | Joseph Sandiford 
Edward L. Morrison - Shirley Kressel : 
Josie Taino Hatuey - Lewis Graham suats | . ; wie 
VISION 


Vision Statement: Building community through building wealth. 


Intergenerational connections to pass history to upcoming generation 

Strong family and civic responsibility and participation 

Adults sharing wisdom and history with youth 

Changing perception of Roxbury through identification of resources and marketing 
Roxbury.is not for sale campaign (against gentrification) 

South End gentrification is an example of what cannot happen 

Basic principles: 1) Security, 2) Safe public areas, 3) Maintenance of pubic areas - 
Roxbury needs to be alive 24 hours — day and evening activities 

Clean streets 

Better public transit connections to downtown (Washington Street corridor) 
Economic development that serves the community — not one that becomes used by developers 
. Standards for integrating youth into community 

Police street patrols for basic security 

Better police response to neighborhood complaints 

Programs to create affordable (housing) for young workers 

Occupancy of vacant units 

Less traffic on neighborhood streets 


ISSUES 
Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Services, Culture, Education 


Housing 
Develop a clearinghouse for housing referrals 


Expand homeownership options at all income levels **** 

Homeownership educational programs to help build knowledge 

Keep public funding programs for housing 

Re-establish income specific homeownership options, i.e. SENHI, etc. 

- Put vacant-heusing back in use 

More balanced homeownership policy at all income levels — to sustain family continuity — otherwise 
all neighborhood control is lost 

Programs to assist homeowners with maintenance and upkeep 

Civic consciousness and responsibility must be rebuilt 

More public programs and funding for homeowner maintenance and ri renovations 
Develop a campaign to increase responsibility and accountability of homeowners 
More city support and resources for development of vacant parcels 

Develop programs/policies to reduce homelessness 

Increase housing linkage feés to support more housing development 


Economic Development 

Transit link to economic development opportunities (including XT connections) 

Community involvement for siting parking garages 

Increase focal point resources devoted to job training, employment for residents/youth 
Increased:bank services and resources to community — capital 

Education and training for access to mainstream economy 

Implement economic development initiatives during this economic cycle — timeline of MP app. 
Link strategies and resources generated by various planning processes 

Increase homeownership and business ownership in the community to strengthen neighborhood 
economy 

Respect and patronage of serrate businesses 

Look at how more primary businesses can be attracted to Roxbury (more job generator) 
Strategies to attract more businesses that provide services to other businesses 

Community control of land and development, i.e. land trusts 

Immediately begin market studies to help lay out a pone ir economic development strategies to 
sustain meaningful growth : 

Job training for higher paying jobs 


- Services 


Basic services to support the community must be increased 


Transportation 

Reconnect community with major rapid transit (light rail) - Washington-Warren-Blue Hill **** 

Inadequacy of proposed replacement (Silver line) for Orange line 

General quality of the pedestrian environment * 

Diesel buses are health hazard **** 

Unsafe intersections ** 

Speeding **** 

_ How does community get involved i in siting for parking garages and lots? ***** 
Parking problems *** 

Quality of bus service *** 

Access from Roxbury to job sources **** 


STRATEGIES: (not listed as strategies — could be vision) . 

e Coordinate visions being generated by several planning agencies 

e Bring basic retail/commercial services to create viable business districts for residents and 
prospective businesses 

e Market Roxbury — negative perceptions about transit access and safety 

e More development of business district 


Invest more public funds into affordable housing ~ 

Develop jobs in community 

More brand and food variety in supermarkets in community 

Structured, organized educational programs — youth centers to provide storia! assistance to 
college arid high school students — there is a shortage of libraries (open 12 noon to 8 p.m.) 


‘ Individual accountability of residents for maintenance and upkeep of property 


Increase homeownership and business ownership of community to build wealth and control | 
Getting more municipal accountability for neighborhood security — maintenance and other basic 
services 

Beautification of public spaces and streets 

Environmental improvements (inappropriate land uses/traffic volumes/housing that impacts 
health) — 

Significant public education policy changes to improve technology/knowledge base of 
neighborhood children 


